About the
Okinawa
Peace
Network
The Okinawa Peace
Network - Los
Angeles (OPN-LA) is
a network of individuals and organizations
working in solidarity
with the people of
Okinawa in their
struggle to remove
the U.S. military
presence from
Okinawa and dismantle militarism
worldwide. With its
affiliate network in
the San Francisco
Bay Area (Okinawa
Peace Network - Bay
Area), OPN - LA
works to demilitarize
Okinawa and the
Pacific through the
removal of the U.S.
bases in Okinawa
while also addressing
the structural patterns
of oppression and
exploitation that
result in violence
against women and
children, devastate
the environment, and
produce undemocratic
institutions, unequal
treaties, and legal
agreements that affect
all peoples.

www.uchinanchu.org

For more information
on Okinawa and the
Okinawa Peace
Network-Los Angeles
visit our Okinawa
Peace Network
website at:
www.uchinanchu.org
or e-mail us at
opn_la@yahoo.com.
For information on the
OPN-Bay Area, e-mail
them at
opn@hotmail.com.
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Security in Okinawa:
A Struggle for Survival and Self-Determination
For thousands of years, the Ryukyu Kingdom, a territory of over 71 islands
located south of Japan and east of Taiwan (Formosa), functioned as a
sovereign nation. In 1609, the Kingdom was invaded by the Japanese
province of Satsuma which controlled ruled the Kingdom for more than 250
years, extracting profits from the Ryukyu-China trade and extracting taxes and
labor from the peasants. In 1872, the imperial power of Japan abolished the
Ryukyu Kingdom, placed it under the control of Kagoshima Prefecture (formerly Satsuma) and, in 1879, incorporated the Ryukyus into the nation state of
Japan, changing the name of these islands to Okinawa Prefecture.
Over a century later, the political, economic, social and environmental
conditions in Okinawa reflect this colonial history accompanied by an
additional layer of U.S. colonialism following World War II. Okinawan
indigenous cultural traditions and belief systems have been irrevocably altered,
while issues around local
land use and economic
development continue to
reflect the violent and
traumatic legacy of
Japanese colonization and
the continued U.S.
military presence.

For the cost of these planes, public monies could:
§
§
§
§

Provide networked computer labs for all 7,981 schools in California.
Hire 63,848 teachers for 5 years
Repair all of the 6,943 California schools in need of extensive repair
Build 188,034 housing units ($70,000 each)
(National Priorities Project, Grassroots Factbook. 1999)

From Militarization to Security
True global security will be achieved only through a movement for global
demilitarization that includes the struggles for women’s rights, indigenous rights,
cultural self-determination, and environmental and economic justice. These
struggles will be successful only through the building of grassroots peoples
alliances across regions, ethnicities, cultures, class, race, and gender.

Militarism as Politics, Power, Priorities and Policy

Militarism in Okinawa

The militarism of Okinawa reflects a
history of colonialism and imperial
domination. The concentration of
military as a legacy of World War II
represents not only the relationship
between the U.S. and Japan defined
by the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty and
the Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA), but also the priorities of the
world’s industrial leaders to protect global capitalist markets. In a 1988 public
speech at UCLA, Secretary of the Defense William Cohen explicitly stated that
the U.S. military’s role in the new century was to protect capital markets around
the world. Japan’s support of the U.S. military in Okinawa is not confined only
to agreements for land occupation and direct support of operations, but reflects
a shared agenda between the two nations to support a military now focused on
protecting global markets, and in particular, multinational corporations.

75% of the U.S. bases in Japan are located in Okinawa, which accounts for
less than 1% of Japan’s total population and total land area. Of the 47,000 U.S.
troops in Japan, two-thirds or 29,000 are stationed in Okinawa. There are
currently 39 U.S. military installations in Okinawa, occupying 20% of the
developable land in Okinawa, thus making Okinawa one of the main military
outposts for U.S. military operations in the Pacific.

The continued militarization of Okinawa also reflects public policy priorities in
the U.S. The $265 billion defense budget of the U.S. is more than the total for
the next 13 biggest spenders combined: Russia, China, France, Britain, Germany, Japan, South Korea, North Korea, Libya, Syria, Iraq and Cuba. The
United States outspends Iraq’s annual military budget in two days. In 1999,
approximately $276 billion was allocated to national defense in the U.S. The
weapons manufacturers and the Pentagon are asking for funds to build 342
additional F-22 jet fighter plans ($188 million each) and 548 F/A-18 E/F jets
($84 million each).

§

Crimes committed by U.S. troops against Okinawa people continue today.
Violence against women and children, traffic accidents, rapes, domestic
abuse, military accidents, and contamination of the environment from
military toxics, are the source of the ongoing assault on Okinawan people
and their land.
§

§

§
§

Since 1972, U.S. military personnel have committed over 4,700 crimes
(rapes, assaults, robberies) in Okinawa. The much publicized abduction and rape of a 12-year old girl in 1995 is only one incident in a
long history of military crimes.
Perpetrators with U.S. military status are granted immunity from local
laws and local courts.
The Japanese court system views robbery as a more serious crime than
rape, which is not perceived as a serious violation of women’s basic
human rights.
The U.S. military bases have created a market for the sex industry,
which imports women from the Philippines into Okinawa.
A 1998 study reports that babies born to women living near Kadena
Air Force Base showed significantly lower birthweights than those
born in any other part of Japan. The report links these low birthweights
to the severe noise generated by the base. Residents around U.S. bases
in Okinawa also cite an abnormal rate of leukemia and other cancers as
well.

Development of local economic infrastructure is severely limited by the

massive presence of U.S. military bases occupying Okinawan land, and the
unemployment rate in 1997 remained at 6% compared to 3.4% in the rest of
Japan. Sea lanes, airspace, and prime agricultural land still remain under U.S.
military control. While revenues generated from military base activity have
diminished as a portion of total prefectural revenue from 16% in 1972 to 5% in
1997,1 the Japanese government continues to increase its financial support of
U.S. military activity. In 1997, the Japanese subsidy for U.S. military personnel
in Japan totaled more than $100,000 for every member of the U.S. military
stationed there. More than 70% of the total cost of U.S. bases in Japan is borne
by Japan.2
1
Okinawa Prefectural Government, Military Base Affairs Office. A Message from Okinawa: U.S.
Military Bases in Okinawa. May 1998
2
The War Resisters League and the Okinawa Women Act against Military Violence. October 1998
Fact Sheet.

Okinawan women
protesting the 1995 rape
of a 12-year old girl by
U.S. Marines in Naha on
September 22, 1995.

Okinawan Resistance and
Struggles Against Militarism
Okinawans, like many other peoples in the Pacific, continue to resist the presence of the U.S. military in their homelands, which replaced the imperialist
Japanese army presence. Protests against the U.S. launching of planes and
warships during the Vietnam War, as well as the citizens’ movement around the
reversion of Okinawa from the U.S. back to Japan in 1972, reflect a long
history of Okinawan activism for self-determination.

§
§
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90% of Okinawan voters supported demands for large cutbacks of U.S.
facilities in a September 1996 citizens’ referendum.
3,000 Okinawan landowners, forced to lease their land to the U.S. military
refused to renew their leases in 1997. Then-Governor Ota stood behind the
landowners’ refusal to renew, but he was overruled by the Tokyo Supreme
Court.
The citizens of Nago City, a community in northern Okinawa, voted to
oppose the construction of a military heliport off the east coast of
Okinawa. The Mayor of Nago overruled the voices of the people and
then resigned. Citizens of Nago continue to oppose the construction of
this new military facility in their community.

Current struggles have focused on a recall campaign of Mayor Kishimoto,
current mayor of Nago, who has refused to listen to the voices of the people of
Henoko (a township within the City of Nago) to oppose the Governor’s
proposal to put a new military base at Henoko. This struggle for local accountability is especially critical in the face of the upcoming G-8 Summit to be held in
Okinawa in July, 2000. As leaders of the eight main industrial nations plan to
convene in Okinawa to discuss key issues of trade and international economic
relations, tremendous financial incentives are being directed to Okinawa to host
the G-8 Summit. While on the surface these offerings are to help host the G-8
Summit, it is clear that these “gifts” are a way to pacify Okinawan activism and,
as President Clinton has vowed, “to resolve the Okinawa base issue” before the
summit. The undemocratic practices in Henoko only expose the way that U. S.
global and national policies ignore the voices of those communities most affected by their military and economic decisions.

85,000 people attend
Historic People’s Rally
of October, 1995 to
protest the U.S. Bases.

